
Final Edit - Documentary Rubric 

  
Exceeds Expectations 

3 

 
Meets Expectations 

2 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

1 

 
Missing 

0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainfall 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addresses each of the 
following topics:  
1. How trade winds 
influence local rainfall 
patterns including: 
2. Orographic rainfall & 
3. The rain shadow 
 
The information 
presented is high school 
level but are presented 
in a way that is easy to 
understand. 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addressees two of the 
three topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectations 
column.  
 
Facts are middle school 
level or are high school 
level but not presented 
in an easy to understand 
way. 

Presents information 
that is inaccurate or 
unscientific.  
 
Addresses one of the 
three topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectorations 
columns. 
 
Facts are generic and 
provide the minimum 
amount of information 
necessary for a basic 
understanding of the 
ecosystem. Facts are 
below grade level. Facts 
are present but are not 
presented in a way that 
is easy to understand. 

Information is 
missing from the 
documentary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainforest 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addresses each of the 
following topics:  
1. How rainforests collect 
and hold water 

2. Why a native 
rainforest is better 
than a non-native 
rainforest 
3. Includes information 
on important 
rainforest species 
4. Explains major 
threats to rainforests 
 
The information 
presented is high school 
level but are presented 
in a way that is easy to 
understand. 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addressees three of the 
four topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectations 
column.  
 
Facts are middle school 
level or are high school 
level but not presented 
in an easy to understand 
way.  

Presents information 
that is inaccurate or 
unscientific.  
 
Addresses two of the 
four topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectorations 
columns. 
 
Facts are generic and 
provide the minimum 
amount of information 
necessary for a basic 
understanding of the 
ecosystem. Facts are 
below grade level. Facts 
are present but are not 
presented in a way that 
is easy to understand.  

Information is 
missing from the 
documentary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wetland 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addresses each of the 
following topics:  
1. Where wetlands are 
located on Maui 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addressees three to four 
of the give topics listed in 
the Exceeds Expectations 
column.  
 

Presents information 
that is inaccurate or 
unscientific.  
 
Addresses two of the 
four topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectorations 
columns. 
 

Information is 
missing from the 
documentary. 



2. The function of a 
wetland in the 
watershed ecosystem 
3. Ecosystem services 
provided by a wetland  
4. Important native 
species found in 
wetlands  
5. Explains major 
threats to wetlands 
 
The information 
presented is high school 
level but are presented 
in a way that is easy to 
understand. 

Facts are middle school 
level or are high school 
level but not presented 
in an easy to understand 
way.  

Facts are generic and 
provide the minimum 
amount of information 
necessary for a basic 
understanding of the 
ecosystem. Facts are 
below grade level. Facts 
are present but are not 
presented in a way that 
is easy to understand.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stream 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addresses each of the 
following topics:  
1. Characteristics of Maui 
streams 

2. The function of a 
stream in the 
watershed ecosystem 
3. Important native 
species found in 
streams  
4. Explains major 
threats to streams 
 
The information 
presented is high school 
level but are presented 
in a way that is easy to 
understand. 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addressees three of the 
four topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectations 
column.  
 
Facts are middle school 
level or are high school 
level but not presented 
in an easy to understand 
way. 

Presents information 
that is inaccurate or 
unscientific.  
 
Addresses two of the 
four topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectorations 
columns. 
 
Facts are generic and 
provide the minimum 
amount of information 
necessary for a basic 
understanding of the 
ecosystem. Facts are 
below grade level. Facts 
are present but are not 
presented in a way that 
is easy to understand.  

Information is 
missing from the 
documentary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coral Reef 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addresses each of the 
following topics:  
1. Explains why coral 
reefs are extremely 
biodiverse 

2. Ecosystem services 
provided by coral reefs  
3. Important native 
species found in coral 
reefs 
4. Explains major 
threats to coral reefs 

Presents scientifically 
accurate information on 
ecosystem.  
 
Addressees three to four 
of the give topics listed in 
the Exceeds Expectations 
column.  
 
Facts are middle school 
level or are high school 
level but not presented 
in an easy to understand 
way.  

Presents information 
that is inaccurate or 
unscientific.  
 
Addresses two of the 
four topics listed in the 
Exceeds Expectorations 
columns. 
 
Facts are generic and 
provide the minimum 
amount of information 
necessary for a basic 
understanding of the 
ecosystem. Facts are 
below grade level. Facts 
are present but are not 
presented in a way that 
is easy to understand.  

Information is 
missing from the 
documentary. 



5. Explains how the 
health of watersheds 
impacts the coral reef 
 
The information 
presented is high school 
level but are presented 
in a way that is easy to 
understand. 

 
 
 
 

Half-Earth Quotes 

Includes at least four 
quotes from Half Earth.  
 
In the film the narrator 
gives credit to Wilson by 
saying something along 
the lines of “Wilson says 
…. “ 

Includes at least three 
quotes from Half-Earth. 
 
In the film the narrator 
gives credit to Wilson by 
saying something along 
the lines of “Wilson says 
…. “ 

Includes at least two 
quotes from Half Earth. 
 
In the film the narrator 
gives credit to Wilson by 
saying something along 
the lines of “Wilson says 
…. “ 

Includes only one or 
no quotes from Half 
Earth. 
 
In the film the 
narrator gives credit 
to Wilson by saying 
something along the 
lines of “Wilson says 
…. “ 

 
Footage 

All footage is of high 
quality and makes sense 

in the context of what 
the narrator is saying. 

Most (75%) footage is 
high quality and makes 
sense in the context of 

what the narrator is 
saying.  

Some (25% - 50%) 
footage is high quality 

and makes sense in the 
context of what the 
narrator is saying. 

Less than 25% of the 
footage is high 

quality. Footage 
does not make sense 

in the context of 
what the narrator is 

saying. 

Title Present n/a n/a Not present 

Credits Present n/a n/a Not present 

References Present n/a n/a Not present 

 
Other Editing 

Film includes transitions 
between scenes, 

narration, and music 
where appropriate. Film 

is easy to understand 
because it flows well 
from topic to topic.  

Film includes transitions 
between ¾ of scenes, 

some sections would be 
improved with narration 
and/or music. Majority of 

film is easy to 
understand because it 

flows well from topic to 
topic but there are 1 or 2 
places where the story is 

not smooth. 

Film includes transitions 
between ½ of scenes, at 
half of the film would be 
improved with narration 
and/or music. Film is not 

easy to understand 
because it does not flow 
well from topic to topic. 

Film includes 
transitions between 

¼ or less of scenes, ¾ 
of the film would be 

improved with 
narration and/or 
music. Film is not 

easy to understand 
because it does not 
flow well from topic 

to topic. 

 
Total Points 

 
33 

 
22 

 

 
11 

 

 
0 
 

  

 


